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Fantastic few days, very inspiring and energising. 
It has changed my views on youth work
Participant in 2011 NYCI Youth Arts Summer School



How to Make a Scene!
Delivered by NYCI’s Youth Arts Programme, Making a Scene! is a 

3-day residential youth arts practice summer school in Cork’s UCC, 

running from the 27th–30th of June 2012. Making a Scene! is about 

approaching your work with young people in a fresh way, it is an 

opportunity to be inspired, use new art forms and break out of your 

everyday routine and get creative!

The 3-day summer school will offer workshops, clinics, outings and 

lots more that seek to stimulate your imagination and send you back 

home with a wealth of ideas and techniques for developing creative 

approaches for your work with young people. The three days will be 

full of inspiration, encouragement and enjoyment and are designed 

to offer you very practical art form techniques while also developing 

confidence around the processes involved in high quality youth arts 

activity and ways to turn your big ideas into real-life creative projects!



Making a Scene! is about approaching your work with 
young people in a fresh way, it is an opportunity to 
be inspired, use new art forms and break out of your  
everyday routine and get creative!

Learn

The specialised workshops and events 
are tailored to offer those in the youth 
work sector an opportunity to develop 
new skills for arts work with young people. 
Offering creative skills development and 
practical approaches you will come away 
from your experience with a ‘toolbox’ full 
of new skills, ideas and confidence.

Create

As well learning new skills for 
your own practice, Making 
a Scene! will be an oppor-
tunity to get together with 
your peers across the sector, 
make valuable connections, 
swap stories, and celebrate 
what you do every day. 

Connect

The summer school aims to provide an 
intensive yet invaluable chance to create 
fresh ideas for your youth work practice 
and to encourage you to take the time 
to build new creative pathways and 
develop the confidence to use them in 
your work with young people. 
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Participants

The summer school is designed is for 
anyone working with young people, in the 
non-formal education sector who wish to 
explore ways of introducing, enhancing 
and extending youth arts provision for the 
young people with whom they work. It is 
aimed at both those looking to improve 
their art-form and delivery techniques or 
those totally new to youth arts.

Cost & Application

The cost of attending the summer school is 
€200.00 and includes all workshops, accom-
modation, food and all evening events.

 There is a special price of €150.00 
 for early bird bookings by May 31st. 

Booking will  
be open from  

Wednesday 9th May on  
www.youtharts.ie/yass 

For a copy of the  
application form go to 

www.nycitraining.org/yass
For any queries contact 

valerie@nyci.ie 03



Making a Scene! will offer participants the 
chance to gain in-depth experience in an art 
form from a youth centred perspective. 
You can choose one of the following workshops

Each participant will be asked to list their preference for a 
Wednesday-Friday workshop. The workshops are limited to 15 
participants and are formulated in such a way as to address the 
participant’s individual learning requirements and goals. The 
workshops will create a space for youth workers to come together 
and explore, share ideas and learn skills.

Workshops

Digital  
Filmmaking

Song- 
Writing

Theatre  
& Masks

04

Paper Art  
& Story



Digital Filmmaking  
with Young  
Irish Filmmakers

The Digital filmmaking workshop will be facilitated by Garry Mc Hugh from 
Kilkenny based Young Irish Film Makers.  Garry has 17 years experience in the 
areas of film making, radio & television as well as working with young people in 
the areas of film making. Young Irish Film Makers offer unique and innovative 
digital film training workshops for young people & youth workers across Ireland. 
They provide extremely high quality training in new digital technologies and 
practical filmmaking skills needed to run your own filmmaking project.  

Learn

The digital filmmaking workshop will see partici-
pants guided through a very practical three days 
training across all aspects of digital filmmaking. Day 
one will start with story and script development as 
well as a practical introduction to all the equipment 
needed to make a digital film and how to work as 
crew.  The group will spend the three days develop-
ing confidence and skills across all areas of filmmak-
ing and will finish the workshop having developed, 
created and edited their own finished film. Working 
together as a group, the aim of the workshop is to 
demonstrate how making a film with young people 
is possible in any youth work setting, to increase 
each participant’s skills and technical abilities while 
also providing the opportunity to experiment, get 
creative and try something new.   

Create

Equipped with technical skills, 
creative ideas and tons of inspi-
ration, youth workers will gain all 
the learning needed to under-
take a filmmaking project with 
their own youth group. Young 
Irish Filmmakers will provide 
resources, support and encour-
agement for going home and 
developing a filmmaking project 
that will suit any youth work set-
ting, budget or resource. 

Connect

In addition to filmmaking and digital  
technology skills, the workshop encourages 
creative expression, leadership skills and 
endeavours to develop a collaborative work 
environment amongst participants. Working 
as a team to complete an exciting, fun and 
creative film, the group will develop ideas, 
make decisions and support each other to 
develop the motivation, skills and incentive 
to take on filmmaking as a project with their 
own group.

To book a place on the filmmaking workshop see  
http://www.nycitraining.org/yass 
MaxiMuM participants: 15 05
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Paper Art & Story 
with Maeve Clancy

Maeve Clancy is a Dublin based artist and facilitator. She works in a variety 
of media, and with paper to create pop ups, installation, set designs and 
comics. Maeve has extensive experience of facilitating in different youth 
contexts and has worked with a wide spectrum of groups including teenage 
outpatients in mental health services and an integrated group of dancers 
and wheelchair users. She has designed and delivered projects for young 
people in media including digital storytelling, cut stencil graffiti and comic 
strip storytelling.  Her practice informs the work she facilitates with others 
and she constantly adapts and redevelops her workshop material.  

Learn

This workshop aims to introduce a variety of 
practical skills and techniques, showing how 
they can be used with story for self expression. 
Participants will create stories from scratch, ren-
dering them in three forms of paper art- Comic, 
Pop-up and Cut Paper Installation/Set Design. 
You will initially be introduced to graphic story-
telling, creating a 4 page individual mini-comic 
and developing an understanding of how this 
medium can be particularly successful in engag-
ing young people. From visual narratives, the 
workshop will move on to pop up, covering both 
technical paper engineering and storytelling 
skills with multi-layered images. Using the ideas 
and stories created in the previous days, partici-
pants will create a final collaborative cut paper 
installation on a much larger scale. 

Create

This workshop aims to equip participants 
with creative approaches to exploring 
narrative through paper art and the ability 
to create engaging and sophisticated 
visual art for a very low cost in their own 
youth work settings. Participants will 
come away with lots of inspiration and 
technical skills in 3 different kinds of 
Paper artwork along with a real under-
standing of what can be gained from the 
process of making and finishing work cre-
ated by hand and the skills to pass on that 
enjoyment of process and creation to the 
young people they work with. 

Connect

Peer critique and discussion is an impor-
tant element of the workshop process 
with ongoing dialogue about the process 
of managing group feedback with young 
people.  Over the three days of the 
workshop, participants will experience 
various stages of individual and collective 
work. The gradual immersion in teamwork 
and the final coming together to create a 
finished group piece models how this may 
be applied in your own youth work setting 
and will develop your confidence and 
skills in facilitating collaborative projects 
with young people.

To book a place on the filmmaking workshop see  
http://www.nycitraining.org/yass
MaxiMuM participants: 15
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Colm Quearney has a significant body of experience delivering song-writing 
workshops for young people in a variety of youth work and arts contexts. He 
has facilitated as part of LiFT, Ballymun Youth Arts Festival, as Music Pro-
grammer with BRYR Youth Service and as Multimedia facilitator with Bradóg 
Regional Youth Service for several years and in the Re:Invent programme 
in 2011 which brought together young people from North and South of the 
border using song-writing as a mechanism for reconciliation and friendship. 
Colm is a Singer/Songwriter in his own right with three solo albums to his 
credit and has worked as a session guitarist with artists including Mundy, 
Cathy Davey and Jerry Fish. 

Learn

Over this three day workshop you will 
be guided through all aspects of the 
song-writing process commencing with 
lyric writing and the exploration of mind 
mapping and word painting techniques 
through to the creation of music and 
exploration of the role of guitar, key-
boards and percussion and culminating in 
song recording with easy to use software. 
Throughout the workshop there will be a 
focus on exploring ways of accessing the 
creativity of the young people you work 
with and in developing the skills to design 
song-writing workshops that will meet 
the needs of groups in various youth work 
settings. The workshop will also look at 
the best ways to utilise social networks 
such as soundcloud.com to start an online 
community with your youth groups. You 
are encouraged to bring instruments 
along. However please note, you don’t 
need to play an instrument to participate 
in or to facilitate a song-writing workshop! 

Create

Participants will come away armed with 
the motivation, practical skills, creative 
techniques and confidence to design  
and deliver song-writing workshops in 
their own youth work setting. Throughout 
the process youth workers will acquire  
the tools for accessing the creativity of 
the young people they work with and  
will develop an understanding of how 
song-writing can be used to offer young 
people the opportunity to express them-
selves and  to create something that is 
uniquely their own.

Connect

As well as honing their individual skills, par-
ticipants will work collaboratively to compose 
songs and will have ongoing opportunities for 
group discussion and dialogue. You will work 
together with your peers enhancing team-work 
and collective decision making abilities from 
generating ideas for lyrics through to song re-
cording. The process will motivate and support 
you in developing ways of working creatively 
with young people in song-writing projects. 

To book a place on the visual art and sound workshop  
see http://www.nycitraining.org/yass
MaxiMuM participants: 15

Song-Writing with 
Colm Quearney
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Learn

Over the three day workshop participants 
will work to explore the use of basic and 
intermediate Trestle masks through a highly 
physical, hands-on approach. The workshop 
will begin with participants exploring warm-
up techniques, appropriate games, and 
character physicalisation, before moving 
on to work together to devise techniques 
and skills for developing their own mask 
performances. The workshop will also ex-
plore the essential technique of ‘provoking’, 
allowing participants to facilitate improvisa-
tion in their own group. Participants will be 
given the opportunity to work collabora-
tively to develop a performance piece that 
will include mask work with the integration 
of props and music. The aim of the masks 
workshop is to develop high quality drama 
and theatre skills in an innovative and crea-
tive way that offers accessible, absorbing 
and highly engaging ways of working with 
young people. 

To book a place on the masks and drama workshop  
see http://www.nycitraining.org/yass
MaxiMuM participants: 15

Using Masks & Drama 
with Trestle  
Theatre Company

Trestle is a UK based theatre company that has been making innovative and 
inspirational physical storytelling theatre since 1981. Known for their work 
with masks, Trestle collaborates with UK and international artists to unify 
movement, music and text into a compelling theatrical experience. Trestle 
productions engage with a diverse range of audiences and reach out to as 
many people as possible with innovative and ground-breaking participatory 
programmes. Audrie Woodhouse will facilitate this workshop.

Connect

The masks and theatre workshop will be 
rooted in team-work, connecting with peers 
and working together to develop a perform-
ance piece that reflects the ideas, inspira-
tions and creativity of all the participants. 
Working to support each other, the group 
will develop the techniques and skills re-
quired to bring this model of engaging back 
to their own youth work setting. 

Create

Working with drama and masks can be 
one of the most accessible and affordable 
resources for engaging young people in 
theatre and drama and can be used with 
a wide-range of different groups to offer 
imaginative and thought-provoking creative 
projects. Throughout the workshop, youth 
workers will begin to develop an under-
standing of how mask work can be used to 
explore a variety of issues, their versatility 
and adaptability, and their potential for en-
gagement with young people across many 
different youth work settings.  
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Collaborate and Celebrate!

In addition to the daily workshops, a number of 
evening events will be organised, giving you the 
opportunity to meet with the other participants at-
tending the summer school, celebrate what you do 
every day while enjoying all that the summertime in 
Cork has to offer! We will be working with the Cork 
Midsummer Festival among others to offer a range 
of evening events that will enhance your workshop 
learning and celebrate your work with young people, 
to offer a range of evening events that will enhance 
your workshop learning and celebrate your work with 
young people. 

Full details of evening activities will  
be provided to participants in mid June.

Learning Outcomes

Some of the key learning outcomes 
from the summer school include:

Improve understanding of the ideas and principles 
underpinning youth arts practice.

Explore the role of youth arts  
as a youth work methodology.

Recognise models of good practice in youth arts.

Recognise and develop the creative and imaginative 
skills required for high quality youth arts practice.

Exchange experience and knowledge within a 
network of youth arts practitioners nationally.

Recognise and develop the creative 
& imaginative skills required for 
high quality youth arts practice.



The overall experience was fantastic. The 
summer school was organised and run extremely 
well. Facilitators were fantastic and there were 
great group dynamics. I had a great time!

Was very enjoyable and thoroughly engaging 
workshops-very professionally run and I found 
it very useful for my work with young people

Very well organised - great facilitators, 
great for making contacts and 
exchanging ideas. Really enjoyable

What  
participants had 

to say about 
NYCI Youth Arts 
Summer School 

2011
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For the first time, a summer school training 
exceeded expectations. I would definitely come back

I thoroughly enjoyed it and would definitely 
recommend it to others. I have already 
started using my new skills with young 
people in our summer programmes!

What  
participants had 

to say about 
NYCI Youth Arts 
Summer School 

2011

I think the arts are a great tool to work with 
young people. It can provide a platform for varying 
issues from creative expression to self confidence
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Accommodation
During the 3 day summer school participants will be staying at 
the UCC Victoria Lodge apartment complex. Victoria Lodge is 
comprised of 3, 4 & 5 bed en-suite apartments stylishly designed 
to incorporate all contemporary requirements. The apartments 
are a 10-minute walk from the University College Cork campus. 
The complex is also served by a number of frequent bus services.

Dining and meals

All food costs are included in the overall 
summer school fee of €200.00. Breakfast, 
lunch and dinner will be provided on cam-
pus, each day of the summer school and 
vegetarians and those with special dietary 
requirements can be catered for.

About UCC and Cork

UCC’s campus, as well as the Victoria Lodge 
Apartments, is within walking distance of 
Cork City, which offers a wealth of activity for 
visitors. The Cork Midsummer Festival will be 
taking place at the same time as the summer 
school. The city can be accessed by road, rail 
and by air. The Victoria Lodge Accommoda-
tion offers guests free parking throughout 
their stay.

NYCI reserves the right to make any necessary changes  
to content, delivery and assessment of this course due to 
unforeseen circumstances. Any anticipated change will  
be communicated to participants as soon as possible.

Each bedroom has an en-suite bathroom 

Bed linen & towels are provided for guests 

Each apartment also has a comfortable 
living room and fully fitted kitchen

Free internet access

The complex has free car parking avail-
able for guests, a reception and 24 hour 
on-site security

Booking will  
be open from  

Wednesday 9th May on 
www.youtharts.ie  
For a copy of the  

application form go to 
www.youth.ie/yass  

For any queries contact 
valerie@nyci.ie



Application Form making a scene!
Summer School in Youth Arts Practice

Your Details

Name

Email 

Contact

Contact telephone

Organisation (if any)

Address

A Little Bit About You

What do you do?

Why do you want to attend the summer school?

Workshop Preference 

(Please note: choice will be limited for late bookings) 

Include all four in order of preference.

 Digital Filmmaking   song-writing

 paper art & story  theatre & Masks

Accommodation  
& Special Requirements

 Accommodation at UCC required 

 No thanks, I have my own accommodation

  If possible I’d like to share my 

accommodation with...
(Please note: choice will be limited for late bookings)

 By the way, I’m a Vegetarian! 

 Any other special requirements? (details below)

How did you hear about the summer school?

For early  
bird price please 

complete & submit 
with payment to 

NYCI by 31st  
May 2012

I agree to the terms & conditions outlined below
(Please sign below)

Booking, payment & cancellation
Bookings can be made by post, phone, fax or by email. Please 
Submit the completed application form via e-mail to training@
nyci.ie, post to Training Administrator, NYCI, 3 Montague Street, 
Dublin 2 or fax to 01-478 3974. In all cases, forms must be submit-
ted to the NYCI Training Administrator. An invoice will be issued 
and must be paid prior to confirmation of a participants place. 
When payment is received, written confirmation of the booking 
will be issued along with any other relevant information.

Conditions of Booking 
Bookings will be accepted from the 9th May 2012. Course num-
bers are limited to 60 and participants are required to attend for 
the full duration of the event. There will be a limit of four partici-
pants per youth organisation. Places will be allocated based on a 
first come first served bases but in the event of over-subscription 
NYCI will then take into account geographical spread and infor-
mation provided in the application form.

NYCI reserves the right to make any necessary changes to 
content, delivery and assessment of this course due to unforeseen 
circumstances. Any anticipated change will be communicated to 
participants as soon as possible.

Payment Policy
Courses can by paid online by credit card at www.youth.ie/
training through PayPal or by cheque. Participants should note 
that a place will only be confirmed where the appropriate fee 
has been received by NYCI. Course numbers are limited, so we 
advise that payment be made at the time of booking to ensure 
that the place is confirmed.

Cancellation by NYCI
Course fees and arrangements are generally based on the 
minimum number of participants in order to be able to run 
a course. NYCI will reserve the right to cancel any course 
should participant numbers not be sufficient, either to make 
the delivery cost effective or to provide a positive learning 

environment and experience for participants. In this event all 
registered participants will be informed at least five working 
days prior to the commencement date and all paid fees will be 
refunded. In relation to where bookings are made and the fee 
(if required) has not been paid, NYCI, following contact with 
the individual/organisation, will reserve the right to cancel any 
provisional place allocated without further recourse.

Cancellation by Participants
Where a booking has been received and confirmed following 
payment, the following criteria will apply to ensure that any 
costs borne by NYCI are covered.
  Cancellation more than 28 days  

before course date: Full Refund
  Cancellation between 14-28 days  

before course date: 50% Refund
  Cancellation less than 14 days  

before course date: No Refund


